Contemporary IdiomsTM Voice
Level 1
Length of examination: 20 minutes
Examination Fee: Please consult our website for the schedule of fees: www.conservatorycanada.ca
Corequisite: There is no written examination corequisite for the completion of Grade 1.
REQUIREMENTS & MARKING
Requirements

Total Marks
Piece 1

15

Piece 2

15

Piece 3

15

Technique

Listed exercises

16

Sight Reading

Rhythm (3) Singing (7)

10

Aural Tests

Clap Back (4) Triads (3) Chord Tones (3)

10

Improvisation

Improv Exercise o
 r Own Choice Piece

11

Repertoire
3 pieces of contrasting
styles

Background Information

8

Total Possible Marks

100

*One bonus mark will be awarded for including a repertoire piece by a Canadian composer
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REPERTOIRE
●

●
●
●
●
●

●

●

●

Candidates are required to perform THREE pieces from the Repertoire List, contrasting in key, tempo,
mood and subject. Your choices must include at least two different composers. All pieces must be sung
from memory and may be transposed to suit the compass of the candidate's voice.
One of the repertoire pieces may be chosen from any level higher.
The Repertoire List is updated regularly to include newer music, and is available for download on the C
 I
Voice page.
Due to time and space constraints, Musical Theatre selections may not be performed with elaborate
choreography, costumes, props, or dance breaks.
The use of a microphone is optional at this level, and must be provided by the student, along with
appropriate sound equipment (speaker, amplifier) if used.
Repertoire that is currently not on our lists can be used as Repertoire pieces with prior approval. The score
must be provided to the Registrar (registrar@conservatorycanada.ca) with the requested grade level.
There is no charge for this service and candidates will be furnished with an approval letter to present to
the examiner at the examination.
Any edition of the music may be used for the examination, without prior approval. Downloaded online
copies must belong to the public domain or be authentic, purchased copies for which the user has
obtained rights for using. Photocopies of pieces held without permission are not to be used for
examinations.
Candidates are free to alter/interpret music in their editions in the following ways, as long as the
performance is level appropriate:
● Condense pieces by eliminating repetitive verses and creating concise arrangements.
● Create or add a solo section (either improvising or original interpretation).
● Edit the notation and rhythm of pop stylings to bring the performance closer to a more realistic
representation of the original recorded version or live performance version, or to make the music
more accessible and level appropriate for the candidate.
● Use lead sheets for learning repertoire. Candidates may present a lead sheet as their official sheet
music to the examiner at the exam (either written out by hand or purchased).
Candidates may provide accompaniment for any of their songs in any of the following ways, providing
their own audio equipment:
● Collaborative pianist
● Backing tracks (without audible vocal lines)
● Guitarist
● Self-accompanying

TECHNICAL TESTS
Candidates must be prepared to sing any or all of the exercises below, in the following manner:
●
●
●

●

Sung either to vowels, (IPA): ee [i] ,ay [e] , ah [a] , oh [o], oo [u] ; OR solfege syllables/tonic sol-fa names (Levels
1–4 only). In either case, vowel quality will be given assessment priority.
Sung without accompaniment.
A different starting pitch for each exercise will be given by the examiner. The candidate may request an
alternate starting note and teachers may include a candidate’s preferred range for each exercise with the
repertoire list submitted to the examiner. This must include more than one starting note and is designed
to aid the examiner in understanding the candidate’s vocal range.
Metronome markings are to be regarded as minimum speeds.
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●
●

Exercises must be sung in one breath, unless a breath mark is indicated by a comma. In some cases,
optional breath marks are included in parentheses.
Slurs indicate legato singing; staccato marks indicate staccato singing.

SIGHT READING
Candidates will be given a brief period to scan the score for the following two tests:
Rhythm
Tap, clap, or play on one note (at the candidate’s choice) a rhythm, 4 bars in length.
● Time signature may be either 2/4 or 3/4.
● Note values may include eighth, quarter, half, dotted half, and whole.
● No rests will be used.
Example:
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Singing
Sing at sight a simple, unaccompanied, 4-bar melody encompassing the first five notes of the scale.
Candidates may use any vowel of their choice, solfege syllables, or numbers. The examiner will play a
I-IV-V-I chord progression (with the leading note to tonic in the upper part) on the piano to establish the
tonality, followed by the tonic note.
●
●
●
●
●

The melody may be in the keys of C, G and F major, with a time signature of either 2/4 or 3/4 time.
Note values may include quarter, half, dotted half and whole.
No rests will be used.
Intervals used will be 2nds and 3rds only.
The melody will begin on the tonic note.

Example:

AURAL TESTS
Candidates will be required to complete the following three tests:
Clap Back
Clap back the rhythmic pattern of a short melody in 2/4 or 3/4 time after it has been played twice
by the examiner.
● Note values may include eighth, quarter, half and dotted half notes.
Example:

Triad Identification
Identify major and minor triads played once by the examiner. The triads will be in root position,
and will be played in broken form, ascending and descending.
Example:
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Chord Tone Identification
Identify one of the four notes that has been re-sounded after the examiner has played a major
four-note chord once. The chord will be in root position and played slowly, broken, ascending and
descending. The re-sounded note may be identified by:
● the interval number (1, 3, 5, 8) o
 r
● the tonic sol-fa name (do, mi, sol, upper do)
Example:

IMPROVISATION o
 r OWN CHOICE PIECE
Candidates must choose to prepare ONE of the following:
Improvisation Exercise
●

●
●
●

Candidates taking this option must choose one of the well known tunes provided, and be able to
sing along to one of the accompanying backing tracks played by the examiner (available for
download on the C
 ontemporary Idioms Voice syllabus page.) They must create their own stylistic
improvisation at the designated section of the track, as shown on the lead sheet.
Sample lead sheets outlining the structure of the backing tracks are also provided at the above
link.
Candidates are encouraged to use stylistically appropriate scat syllables or vowels in their
improvisation.
Titles include:
● Baa Baa Black Sheep (Traditional and Uptempo versions)
● The Wheels On The Bus
● Old MacDonald (Traditional and Blues versions)
OR

Own Choice Piece
●
●
●
●
●

The own choice piece may or may not be taken from the Repertoire Lists.
This piece is chosen at the discretion of the teacher and student and does not require prior
approval, but should be equivalent or higher in difficulty than the other pieces at this level.
The piece must be suitable for the candidate’s voice and age.
Must be sung from memory.
Vocal duets are acceptable, provided the candidate’s part is equivalent in difficulty to this level,
and a second vocalist covers the second part. The second part may be sung by the teacher.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Candidates must be prepared to give verbal answers to the following questions pertaining to the repertoire pieces,
and demonstrate the following elements on the piano:
1.

Without reference to the score, give the title, composer/arranger, and key of each repertoire piece.
Students will not be expected to identify keys of modern pieces that are non-diatonic (i.e. atonal, modal,
etc.)

2.

Explain all signs (including clefs, time signatures, key signatures, accidentals, etc.), articulation markings
(legato, staccato, accents, phrase or slur markings, etc.), dynamic markings, tempo markings, and other
musical terms found in each repertoire piece.

3.

Explain the meaning or significance of the title of each repertoire piece.

4.

Find and play any white key within two octaves above or below middle C, as requested by the examiner.
Candidates will not be required to read the notes from a score.

REPERTOIRE LIST
Listed titles are most easily sourced using an online download webstore such as musicnotes.com or
sheetmusicplus.com. Compilation albums by various publishers may feature these songs, however the titles of
such publications are changed and re-published frequently. We have included composers for Musical/Film titles
for clarification.
MUSICAL THEATRE / FILM
Be Kind to Your Parents (Fanny)
Candle On The Water
Catch A Falling Star
Dites-Moi (South Pacific)
Do-Re-Mi (Sound of Music)
Dream for Your Inspiration
Everybody Wants To Be A Cat
Following the Leader
I Whistle A Happy Tune (The King and I)
I Wonder
I’d Do Anything (Oliver)
Let’s Go Fly A Kite
Little April Shower
Never Smile At A Crocodile
On The Good Ship Lollipop
Once Upon A Dream
One Song
Stay Awake
The Girl I Mean To Be (The Secret Garden)
The Siamese Cat Song
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The Wonderful Thing About Tiggers
When You Wish Upon a Star
When I Grow Up (Matilda)
Whistle While You Work
Who Will Buy? (Oliver)
Winnie the Pooh
With A Smile and A Song
You Can Fly! You Can Fly! You Can Fly!
Zip-a-dee-doo-da
MICROMUSICALS (Christopher Norton)
A Song of the Early Dwellers (Toys)
Alfred the Great (The Vikings)
Angelito, Angelito (Dia de Muertos)
At the Bottom of the Sea (The Little Mermaid)
Born in a Manger (The Nativity)
Go To Sleep (Stay Healthy)
Liebling My Child (World War 2)
Mary On a Donkey (The Christmas Story)
St. Pauls Is Gone (The Great Fire Of London)
What Can This Mean? (The Christmas Story)
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CONTEMPORARY
Breathe
Here I Am To Worship
Lean On Me (Bill Withers)
Let Me Be Your Teddy Bear
You Are My Sunshine
OTHER GENRES
Being Green
Day-O (The Banana Boat Song)
Drink To Me Only With Thine Eyes
He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands
How Much Is That Doggie In The Window?
I Gave My Love A Cherry
On A Star Bright Winter Night
Rainbow Connection
Rock-A-My-Soul
Rubber Duckie
Saying Goodbye
Side By Side
Take Me Out To The Ball Game
This Land Is Your Land
Where Have All The Flowers Gone?
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